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NEW HAVEN -- The Roman Catholic Diocese of Bridgeppmay soon have to unseal thousands
of documents generated by lawsuits alleging sexiase by priests now that a U.S. Supreme
Court judge has denied the diocese's request fptkeen sealed.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg on Tuesday denied rildgé&port diocese's request to continue a
stay on the release of the papers until the fulltdecides whether to review the case.

But the diocese hasn't given up in its long fighkéep more than 12,000 pages from 23 lawsuits
sealed, releasing a statement that it is "disapedirby Ginsberg's ruling but "intends to proceed
with its announced determination to ask the fubUSupreme Court to review the important
constitutional issues that this case presents."

Diocese spokesman Joseph McAleer declined furihanent in an e-mail Tuesday evening.

The documents have been sealed since the dioddsd fee lawsuits in 2001 and paid victims
more than $30 million. They could provide detaifshmow retired New York Cardinal Edward
Egan handled the allegations when he was bish8pidgeport.

Four newspapers asked for the records, and theegCtout Supreme Court ruled in May that
they should be unsealed.

In June, the diocese asked the state's top cotettmsider, but the court refused. Then it went
to the nation's highest court in July, citing cansibnal rights and privacy issues in a renewed
bid to block release of the documents.

The diocese had contended that the Superior Qadgejwho initially ordered the release was
biased because he was on a special state JudieiatiBcommittee exploring how to make the
state courts more transparent along with a repatese newspaper was seeking release of the
documents.

The claims contained in the records date as fdt aathe 1970s and '80s and include allegations
that Egan tried to hide the abuse of children logelsan priests.

Attorneys representing victims of alleged abuseised the church hierarchy of ignoring
allegations, shifting accused priests from parisparish and failing to report complaints to
appropriate law enforcement agencies.

The total amount of money the diocese has speheitegal battles remains unclear.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.



